PRESCHOOL NEWS FOR FEBRUARY 2011
[image: image1.wmf]After learning about snow, snowflakes, and snowmen, creating snowflake cookies, and hosting an awesome pajama party … we sadly say good-bye to January and hello to super fun February!!! … but not before, maties, we make our Preschoolers Walk the Plank!.

That’s right, Pirate week starts off the merry month of February you land lovers.  And oh, what a treasure trove of fun we will be having, rrrrr!  In art class, our wee mates will be making Pirate Treasure Maps, Spyglasses, Pirate Eye Patches, Pirate Costumes, and a lovely Treasure Chest that Blackbeard himself would be proud of.  In the galley, our Preschoolers will be cooking up Peg Legs.  To keep our Pirate physique, we will be practicin’ Walking the Plank and Pirate Island Hop in gym glass.  Pirate Theater is always exciting.  Our Pirate Week of fun concludes with our mates using math to create a 15-foot pirate ship, complete with mast and anchor … Captain Jack Sparrow, eat your heart out!

[image: image2.wmf]Sailing along through Pirate Week, our Preschoolers will then concentrate on hearts.  .  In gearing up our preschoolers for Valentine’s Day, we will be creating a KWL (what we Know, What we want to know, and what we have Learned) chart on the human heart.  Through Heart Math, we will learn charting, as well as acting in our Heart Parts Theater.  In the cooking segment, our preschoolers will create Heart Tarts and Love Sandwiches.
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Another great Dramatic Play Center will be created – Let’s Create a Zoo!  Just like our “Whole Foods” Dramatic Play Center in January, our Zoo will let our preschoolers’ imaginations take over to design, create, label and bring to life a Day at the Zoo!  Cages will be made, animals will be brought in (stuffed of course!), tickets will be made, children will play the parts of zoo keepers, zoo employees, visitors and zoo animals!  It will surely be a “roaring” good time for everyone!  These Dramatic Play Centers are a type of creative, spontaneous play in which our preschoolers use their imaginations to create and bring to life various topics and events.  During January, the children created a veterinary clinic and a Food Store.  Our preschoolers utilized the following skills while having a super great time – literacy: the creation of signs, menus, doctor slips, order slips and emergency beepers – math: sorting the vet items, animals and various food items on the shelves, inputting data into the “computer”, ringing up the items, and counting out money for payment and change.  These Dramatic Play Centers will continue to happen every 2-3 weeks.


Something that we will begin in Preschool this month is our Literacy Doors.  Everyone one of our 26 doors will have the letters of the alphabet on them (upper and lower case), at eye level for our preschoolers, so they can recognize the letters of the alphabet and trace them with their fingers.  We will incorporate environmental print so that the children can also understand each letter.  So, our preschoolers have “homework” – they are to bring in any box front from home, i.e., cereal boxes, cracker boxes, snack boxes, toy boxes, crayon boxes, etc.  During our circle time, we discuss what was brought in and our preschoolers take turns identifying the letter of the alphabet that the item begins with, finding that corresponding letter on the literacy door and putting the item on the correct literacy door (for example, someone brought in Zebra Cakes, so we now have something for the letter Z hanging on our Z door).  It’s a great way for the children to get involved with the alphabet, and they have so much fun learning and playing with the literacy doors.

[image: image4.wmf]
[image: image5.wmf]The end of February features the much anticipated Under the Sea unit where our preschoolers will be “swimming” along in transforming our room into an Ocean through different Art projects.  Our Math section will involve Snip Snap Soup, and our Science segment will feature the ever-popular Static Electfishity!  During Gym, our little ones will Island Hop and experience Ocean Swimming.  Cooking class will have our preschoolers “whipping up” an octp[is and individual Aquariums (made with Jell-O, of course, not sea water!).  The Under the Sea Unit culminates with our 16th Annual, ever-popular, fantastically fun Beach Day!  As fifteen years of preschoolers can attest to, this is by far the most memorable event of their entire year.  700 pounds of sand is shipped in from the ocean for our children to play in.  “Bury me in the sand” and “Help me build a sand castle” are frequent phrases we hear as our boys and girls enjoy the sand in their bathing suits (accompanied by their sunglasses, beach towels and flip flops).  We will also have a swimming pool for our Homemade Rubber Duck Races.  Lunch for our four-year old program will be a traditional Beach Lunch, complete with pizza and Sand Castle Ice Cream.  Beach Blanket Bingo and Beach Ball Toss are other fun events for this grand event.  Needless to say, another awesomely fun month in Preschool(
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Huge thanks you’s go out to the following families:  the Murnock Family for the amazing cooking supplies; the Stevenson Family for the wonderful holiday decorations; the Pelkowski Family for the great books and toys;  Mrs. Gangemi (aka Mrs. Gummybear) for all of the love she gives us; and to “Mr. Frank” Cirillo for the delicious treats.(
Mrs. Earls (anneearls@yahoo.com)
Mrs. Swonder

