NOVEMBER
First and foremost, thank you to all of the parents who participated in the “Preschool Pumpkin Raffle” for Mukisa.  It was a huge success, raising $238.00 to help offset the shipping costs of clothes and school supplies for Mukisa and his classmates.  The winner of the Preschool Pumpkin was Elizabeth in our three-year-old Preschool Program.  Please keep the clothing and school supplies coming, as any all donations will be greatly accepted.

[image: image1.jpg]


During the month of November, we will begin our Dramatic Play Centers.  These Dramatic Play Centers are a type of creative, spontaneous play in which our preschoolers use their imaginations to create and bring to life various topics and events.  In November, the children will create a grocery store.  Our preschoolers will utilize the following skills while having a super great time – literacy: the creation of aisle signs, grocery lists, bills, and name recognition of over 70 grocery items – math: sorting the items on the shelves, shopping, scanning the bar code, inputting data into the “computer”, ringing up the items, and counting out money for payment and change.  These Dramatic Play Centers will be happening every 2-3 weeks.

A Doctor’s Office will conclude the month, where again, the children will utilize the following skills – literacy: creating the signs for the doctor’s office and writing out the diagnosis and prescriptions – science: utilizing the assorted doctor tools to give “Preschool Check-Ups” and labeling the parts of the body (i.e., you have to take a deep breath so I can listen to your heart and lungs) – math: exchanging money for services.  
[image: image2.wmf]Besides the Dramatic Play Centers beginning in November, our preschoolers will don their aprons and artists’ berets and bring out their creative side through a variety of medium.  From Calder mobiles to Picasso paintings to Michelangelo “sculptures,” our preschoolers will be exposed to different media and techniques.  We are very excited to incorporate the idea of painting to music where the children will paint to varying tempos, beats and musical instruments, Monet eat your heart out!  Gym, cooking, math, science, and music will also be incorporated into this very exciting unit.

After our creative side has been thoroughly explored, the preschoolers will find out that there is a new turkey in town for November, "Turkey Hokey Pokey."  Our preschoolers will be celebrating the Thanksgiving season, not only with the "gobble, gobble" of turkeys, but also the extraordinary accomplishments that our Native Americans gave to this country.

[image: image3.wmf]During the latter part of November, our preschool gym activities will include Turkey Trot, Stuff the Turkey game (Mrs. Earls' favorite), Native American Obstacle Course, and Turkey Hokey Pokey.  Our cooking unit for the month will include Apple Pie and Gobbling-Good snacks.  The culmination of our month-long celebration will be a Harvest Party where our preschoolers will build and paint an 8-foot tall teepee, sing songs around our campfire (pretend, of course) and design and make costumes for our Thankful Theater.  Our Harvest Party is also a time for us to give thanks to God for all of our blessings.  Throughout all of these activities, our four-year-old preschoolers will also create another story briefcase to take home and share with their family.  

As a reminder, you can order your Scholastic books on-line.  Please let Mrs. Earls know if the books you order are a present and she will be discreet in delivering the books to you.  For more information regarding this great program, please visit the Preschool website at http://www.stpetercathedral.com/409592.ihtml. 

A special Preschool thank you goes out to Max Bloomstine for the great books and musical tapes; Mrs. Parini for the wonderful stuffed animals and movies; the Wegley Family for the super computer games; Mrs. Belfiglio (Will’s Grandma) for the spooky Halloween decorations and awesome toys for the classroom; Miss Cindy (Prep) for the giant pumpkin decoration; Mrs. Gummybear (aka Mrs. Gangemi) for all the special things she does for us; and to Father Jabo, “Mr. Frank,” and the entire Prep faculty for such a wonderful trick-or-treating experience for our preschoolers.  Also, a huge thank you goes out to our Preschool parents for their continuous support and help.

Mrs. Earls (anneearls@yahoo.com)

Mrs. Roach (kroach@cathedralcenter.org)

Mrs. Swonder

