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"It's beginning to look a lot like Christmas …", well, it will in Preschool by the time we are finished with all of the fun festivities.  During this exciting month for our children, we will celebrate two time-honored Preschool traditions: honoring the birth of Jesus with a life-size Crèche (Preschool size, of course!) and the much-anticipated Gingerbread House fun party on December 9 and 10, with an invitation going out to all Moms, Dads, Grandmas, Grandpas, Aunts, Uncles, Nannies to come and help your preschooler make their own gingerbread house.  

Other fun things for the month of December in Preschool are: Angel Choir Theater, our four-year-old preschoolers singing in the Christmas Concert on Wednesday, December 15th at 7:00pm at the Erie Playhouse, trimming the Prep Christmas tree!, going to Reindeer School in Gym class to learn how to fly, pack a sled and land on the roof (just like at the North Pole), creating their very own Stained Glass Window Cookies and Edible Ornaments in Cooking class, and making a pop-up storybook (really neat!) for our monthly take home and share storytelling activity.  Phew!


January

[image: MCj04046850000[1]]After taking a 12-day breather, our children will return to a New Year in Preschool!  January promises to be another great memory month for our little ones with the Annual Pajama Party! complete with a Sleepover Snack they will make in Cooking Class.  While the snow is falling (hopefully) outside, we will be heating up the Gym with the following super fun activities: Ice Hockey, Snowball Toss, Icicle Chairs (Mrs. Roach's favorite), Snow Golf, and Snowflake Burst (Mrs. Earls' favorite).  Theater promises to be downright chilly with Igloo Theater (brrrrr).  Art class will have our little ones creating ornaments, enjoying ice painting and making snowballs.  In Science, our preschoolers will be learning about Hibernation, Snowflakes, Texture Detective (a class favorite), and "Melting".  Other fun Cooking lessons for the month will include creating Fluffy Snowmen, Popcorn Snowmen, Frozen Tundra Cocoa, and Snowman Ice.  We will also be creating story tubes, which will be another great storytelling activity that our four-year-old preschoolers will take home to share.

Great news!  Monsignor Biebel has promised to help us build a snowman on a very snow day Therefore, once the snow starts falling and sticking, please dress your preschooler in the proper snowman-making attire: warm boots, hats, gloves, scarves and winter coats, as we may not know on which day we will be venturing out to make our snowman in Monsignor's garden.

January also continues our Dramatic Play Stations for our preschoolers.  These stations are literacy activities where the children plan, create and enjoy various subjects throughout the remainder of the year.  The Dramatic Play Stations we have planned over the next couple of months for our children to explore are: a pizza shop, toy store, airport, pet shop and an art gallery (just to name a few).

Huge thank you's to the faculty and staff of Cathedral Prep.  Their continued help, support and use of their gym make our Preschool a very special place – Fr. Jabo for his help, assistance and visits, and Mr. Frank Cirillo for the delicious lunches and fruit juice slushies; Lexi Swonder for the beautiful blue rug; Mathius for the awesome Raptor Dinosaur; Shannon and Charlie C. for the great movies; Brianna for the special “Gigi” book set; James for the much loved Princess Kitchen set; and Mrs. Gummybear for all the special things she does for us!  Thank you, thank you, thank you.

Mrs. Earls (anneearls@yahoo.com)
Mrs. Swonder
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